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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, disclosure is made of th^ollowingj 

o 

known related art listed in the accompanying Information Disclosure Citatioi^ Form PTO- 1449. 
Any marks made upon submitted copies of such listed art should not be interpreted as 
emphasizing or indicating as relevant portions of such marked related art. Often, such marks are 
made on the original documents by unknown third parties and so are not applicable to the present 
invention. 

Applicants hereby cite the patents and/or publications on the attached form for 
consideration by the Patent and Trademark Office in regard to the claimed invention. By this 
notice, Applicants request that the Patent and Trademark Office make of record the documents 
listed. No representation is made that more pertinent material is not available or should not be 
considered by the Examiner. It is expected that the Patent and Trademark Office will 
independently conduct a complete search of appropriate prior art. Furthermore, no admission is 
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being made that these documents are prior art, and Applicants reserve the right to challenge any 
such conclusion. 



This information disclosure is being timely filed before the later of three months from the 
filing date of this application or before the mailing of a first official action. 

To the extent that this information disclosure statement is being filed after the mailing of 
any first office action and after three months from the filing date, but before a Notice of 
Allowance and before a final official action, below is a statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e): 

Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

Should there be any remaining or further questions, the Examiner is requested to please 
contact the undersigned directly. It is not believed that fees are due. 



TIMELINESS 



Respectfully submitted, 



LAW OFFICES OF DAVID L. HOFFMAN 



Date: March 17, 2003 




David L. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 32,469 



Enclosure 

Form 1449 and references (2) 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 



Box Patent Application 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC. 20231 



on 



Mcrzl I 7, 2^0-3 
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